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Grace is defined as divine enablement and unmerited favor.  Divine enablement means that God is giving 
us the ability – it is not our ability, but God enables us.  This is exemplified in the scripture that declares 
that we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us – this is a picture of divine enablement.  It is 
describing something that we cannot do on our own but through Christ, through His power, the completed 
work of the cross, we are supernaturally enabled to go and do beyond what would be normal.  Grace 
opens up supernatural dimensions that would not be available otherwise.  Unmerited favor means that we 
didn’t do anything to deserve grace.  Scripture says that grace is the gift of God, and we should not boast 
or have an inflated ego about what is done through grace.  Grace comes from God alone. 
 
John 1.16-17 ESV 
16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

 The law was given through Moses so that men would know that they could not achieve 
righteousness on their own.  This is talking about ability.  Men do not have the necessary power 
and skills to accomplish certain things. 

 Right standing with God comes through grace. 
 God the Father enables us to come to Him through the blood of Jesus.  Jesus is the way, the truth, 

and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through Him.  This is by grace. 
 
John 1.14 NASB 
14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us; and we saw His glory, glory as of the only Son from 
the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
John 1.1-3 NIV 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 
with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made 
that has been made. 

 Notes on this scripture in the NIV Study Bible say, the term for “WORD” used by the Greeks is 
understood to mean “the governing power behind all things.” 

 The governing power behind all things was the word.  Jesus is the Living Word. 
 Everything was created by Him.  Grace at work in creation – the governing power behind all things 

working through the God’s enabling power. 
 
Ephesians 2.8-9 NIV 
8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is 
the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 
 
Hebrews 4.16 NIV 
16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

 Fresh grace for the moment is readily available to us. 
 We can be right in the middle of something and get more grace, more enabling power. 

o This is not ordinary power, but divine power – power from God. 
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Hebrews 10.19-21 MSG 
19-21 So, friends, we can now—without hesitation—walk right up to God, into “the Holy Place.” 
Jesus has cleared the way by the blood of his sacrifice, acting as our priest before God. The 
“curtain” into God’s presence is his body. 

 This is grace that enables and is unmerited and unearned. 
 
1 Corinthians 1.30 TPT 
30 For it is not from man that we draw our life but from God as we are being joined to Jesus, 
the Anointed One. And now he is our God-given wisdom, our virtue, our holiness, and our redemption. 

 Grace is governing POWER! 
 It is important to know who we are in Christ and equally important to know who Christ is in us – 

the power of grace works through both. 
 
Acts 4.29-30 TPT 
29 So now, Lord, listen to their threats to harm us. Empower us, as your servants, to speak the word 
of God freely and courageously. 30 Stretch out your hand of power through us to heal, and to 
move in signs and wonders by the name of your holy Son, Jesus!” 

 This is the practical application of God’s grace being released through us, his sons and daughters. 
 
2 Corinthians 9.8 NASB 
8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency in 
everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed. 

 Grace is substance from God.  Substance is supernatural matter that fills, forms, shapes, and 
empowers.  Grace fills our being – forming and empowering us to live, move, and have 
our being in Christ (Acts 17.28).  We are born of imperishable and incorruptible seed, and we 
have become partakers of His divine nature (1 Peter 1.23 & 2 Peter 1.4). 

 “Abound” in the Greek is defined as “superabound in quantity or quality, superior quality, 
exceeding abundantly above, to be given an advantage, to be in excess, to cause to excel, to be 
the better, exceed, over and above, abundance.” 

 God is MAKING ALL GRACE ABOUND to us.  He is supernaturally equipping and empowering 
us above and beyond what the world has to offer so that we have more than enough resources to 
accomplish the work He has called us to. 

 
Inside the dimension of grace is the government of God.  God put His rule and authority in 
grace.  Grace is linked to the blood of Jesus.  Grace sets the order of God and gives function and 
boundaries.  Grace defines and enables. 

 By grace, we speak to the City. 
 By grace, we see Detroit. 
 By grace, Detroit is becoming NEW. 
 By grace, Detroit will stand in its God-given identity and purpose. 
 By grace, hope will fill hearts and the captives will be set free. 

 
PRAYER AND DECLARATION: 

To Detroit we declare that grace and truth have come to you.  And the transformation that has begun will 
be brought to completion by the grace of God.  As the body of Christ in the City, we draw upon the grace 
of God and release it into the City.  We declare grace upon grace to Detroit and the people of Detroit.  
Grace to see and grace to hear and grace to become.  Grace is God’s hand of transformation moving in 
the City. 

Detroit, let the word of grace which is the word of Christ, live in you richly, flooding you with the sound of 
Heaven and His Kingdom come into your midst.  By grace God will put a new sound in you, Detroit, that 
will resonate and influence the nations of the earth.  By grace you will broadcast a pure sound, a holy 
sound that will influence the nations of the earth.  By grace it will be formed and by grace it will be 
released. 


